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Cudworth  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1919. 


Ashley  House, 

Cudworth, 

May,  1920. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Cudworth 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — ^ 

I be^  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Nineteenth  Year  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition 
of  your  Township,  for  the  year  ending  December,  1919. 

Now  that  the  War  is  over  the  Ministry  of  Health 
requests  all  Medical  Officers  to  give  a fuller  report  than 
in  the  past  few  years. 

A.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP 

THE  DISTRICT. 

(i.)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character 

of  the  District. 

The  District  is  divided  into  Four  Wards  : — North, 
South,  East  and  West — its  area  being  1,615  acres, 
3 roods,  15  poles — having  an  undulating  surface  with 
the  superficial  strata  composed  of  the  shales  and  sand- 
stones of  the  coal  measures. 


The  elevation  of  Cudwortli  above  sea  level  is  250 
feet,  and  being  unprotected  is  rather  cold  during  the 
winter  months— but  I must  say  the  health  of  Cudworth 
is  good,  as  compared  with  similar  districts  in  the 
neighbouihood. 


There  is  no  particular  Industry — save  that  of  Coal 
Mining — the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  being  mostly 
railwaymen  employed  on  the  Midland,  Hull  and  Barnsley, 
and  the  Dearne  Valley  Railways. 


Brickmaking  was  done,  but  the  same  hi  m now  work 
a yard  just  outside  the  West  Ward — practically  on  the 
border  of  Cudworth  and  Monk  Bretton. 

(ii).  Population. 

The  Census  for  1911  was  6,852.  The  total 
estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  7,745 — 
but  in  my  opinion,  I feel  sure  this  is  very  much  below 
the  actual  number — for  there  are  more  families  to-day 
living  together  than  ever  I knew  Cudworth  to  have,  and 
in  some  houses,  even  three  families  live  together — so  I 
can  truly  say  there  is  over-crowding,  and  will  continue 
to  be  until  the  long-looked-for  houses  are  erected. 

The  Housing  Scheme  is  still  under  consideiation, 
and  306  have  been  decided  upon,  although  the  Ministry 
of  H ealth  suggests  that  400  are  required.  No  doubt, 
by  the  time  306  are  completed,  you  will  be  better  able 
to  judge  how  many  more  are  actually  required  to  meet 
the  demand. 

The  number  of  Inhabited  Dwelling-houses  in  Cud- 
worth on  June  30th,  1919,  was  1,478.  No  new  houses 
were  built. 

Taking  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
to  be  at  least  — we  may  estimate  the  population 
at  7,760. 
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Table  1. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  AT  A 

GLANCE. 


Aiea  of  C.U.D,  ...  1,615  acres,  3 roods,  15 

Population  at  1901  Census 
,,  1911  ,, 

,,  estimated  at  end  of  1919 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  1901  Census 
,,  ,,  end  of  1919 

No.  of  Nuisances  detected  and  remedied  in  1919 
Deaths  during  1919 
Death  Hate  per  1,000  population  ... 

,,  Phthisis  (Pulmonary)  ... 

,,  Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

,,  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

Births  registered  in  1919... 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births 
,,  (a)  Under  1 year 

,,  (b)  Between  1 and  2 years 

Total  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  or  Natural 
Increase  of  the  year 


poles 
3,415 
6,852 
7,760 
683 
1,478 
65 
96 
14-74 
00  00 
00.13 
4T7 
213 
2843 
117 
25 
9 

116 

117 


B.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE 

DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply- 

The  Township  is  still  supplied  with  good  water 
from  the  Barnsley  Water  Works  at  Midhope  and 
Ingbii  chwoi  til,  and  distributed  thi  ough  cast  iron  pipes 
to  the  various  parts  of  the  district. 

The  supply  was  constant  and  ample  in  quantity.  I 
heard  of  no  complaints  during  the  year.  It  is  hard, 
pure,  and  of  exceeding  good  quality,  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action,  nor  is  it  liable  to  be  in  any  way  con- 
taminated. No  Diseases  were  traced  to  it. 
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RiYers  and  Streams  -Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  not  been  ver3r 
satisfactory  for  a long  time,  but  the  New  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme,  which  was  approved  of  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  1914,  was  commenced  this  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

I hope  that  in  the  near  future  all  will  be  supplied 
with  Flushing  Cisterns  — a very  necessary  arrangement 
if  the  Closets  are  to  be  kept  in  proper  sanitary  order. 

At  the  end  of  1919  there  were  in  the  Township  : — 


(a)  Privies  with  Open  Middens  ...  ...  17 

(b)  Privies  with  Covered  Middens  ...  809 

(c)  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  513 

(d)  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  2 

(e)  No.  reconstructed  in  1919  ..  ...  Nil 


(f)  No.  of  additional  Closets  to  Old  Propei  ty  Nil 

ScaYenging. 

This  was  done  by  contract.  The  I’efuse  was  dis- 
posed of  to  fai’iners  and  tips.  The  annual  cost  was 
£600.  There  was  no  inadequacy. 

Nuisances. 

During  the  year  65  Nuisances  were  detected  and 


remedied. 

Blocked  and  Defective  Drains  ...  ...  16 

Defective  Sinks  and  Gullies  ...  ...  29 

Defective  Closets,  &c.  ...  ...  15 

Over-crowding  (no  remedy  could  be  offered) 
Sundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


65 

No.  of  Notices  Served  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  Nil 


Public  Schools. 

These  are  4 in  number,  all  being  Elementary,  under 
the  control  of  the  West  Riding  Education  Authority. 
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The  buildings,  especially  the  two  in  Pontefract 
Road  and  the  one  in  Snydale  Lane,  are  commodious, 
light,  airy,  and  the  sanitarjr  accommodation  is  ample, 
and  the  fittings  up-to-date. 

Owing  to  the  third  wave  of  Influenza  all  the  Schools 
were  closed  from  March  5th  to  the  22nd. 

I am  pleased  to  record  the  co-operation  of  the 
Schools’  Medical  Officer  in  all  matters  relating  to  public 
health  administration  in  the  schools 

Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

All  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

1 heard  of  no  insufficiency  in  the  district.  They  are 
cleansed  and  limewashed  twice  yearly. 

No  instance  of  disease  was  attributed  to  milk. 
There  are  13  Cowkeepers,  all  being  registered.  The 
approximate  number  of  Milch  Cows  in  the  district 
was  95. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

These  are  under  the  more  immediate  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  He  tells  me  that  the 
drainage  is  kept  in  good  order,  the  lime-washing  and 
general  cleanliness  well  looked  after,  and  the  water 
supply  is  good  and  plentiful. 

There  are  5 — but  are  still  unregistered. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

On  July  18th  1 visited  one  of  the  Slaughter  Houses 
at  the  request  of  the  butcher,  and  fortunately  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Hodgman,  of  Barnsley,  was  close  by, 
so  together  we  examined  a slaughtered  pig— covered 
with  spots  and  suspicious  of  measles- — one  lung  was 
also  in  a pneumonic  stage.  It  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  food. 
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Bakehouses. 

Of  these  there  are  two.  These  were  periodically 
visited  and  found  satisfactory.  They  are  cleansed  and 
limewashed  twice  yearly. 

Public  Abattoir. 

There  is  not  one. 

Factories  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 

These  are  about  the  same  as  in  pre-war  times. 
Dressmaking,  Millinery,  Boot  Repairing,  Bakehouses, 
Joinery,  Plumbing,  Blacksmithing,  Cycle  Repairing, 
Fellmongering  and  Watchmaking.  From  none  of  these 
is  there  any  smoke  nuisance. 

C.— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  : — 

1 — Public  Health  Acts’  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

2 —  ^Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

3 —  Private  Street  Works’  Acts,  1892. 

The  List  of  Local  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

1. — Bye-Laws  re  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

1 rather  think  this  will  become  almost  a law  of  the 
past  now  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  introduced  new 
particulars  concerning  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Hospital  Accommodation  Available  for  Infectious 

Diseases. 

The  Kendray  Hospital  at  Ardsley,  situated  about 
3 miles  from  Cudworth,  is  the  one  to  which  our 
infectious  cases  are  taken. 

During  the  year  1 had  all  the  10  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  the  only  one  of  Diphtheria,  removed  into 
hat  Institution.  Ten  recovered. 
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I heard  of  no  inadequate  accommodation,  the  cases 
being  removed  at  the  very  first  opportunity. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

Sputa  were  sent  to  the  County  Hall  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  from  time  to  time. 

No  serum  was  sent  for  suspected  Enteric  Fever, 
and  no  swab  for  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  as  only  one 
case,  that  of  the  latter  was  met  with. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  10  cases  met  with  during  the  year. 
All  were  removed  to  Kendray  and  9 recovered. 

Distribution  in  the  Wards. 

North  South  East  West 

7 ...  Nil  ...  2 ...  1 

One  case  occurred  in  March,  one  in  June,  three  in 
October,  three  in  November,  and  two  iii  December. 

Eatly  isolation  at  home  prior  to  removal,  and 
removal  as  early  as  possible  to  Hospital,  no  doubt 
prevented  more  cases  occurring. 

All  the  infected  houses  were  immediately  disinfected, 
as  soon  as  the  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital,  with 
Formic  Aldehyde,  Izal,  Disinfecting  Powder  and  Soap 
supplied  to  the  householders. 

Erysipelas. 

Theie  were  17  cases  notified  during  the  year.  No 
deaths  occurred  therefrom, 

Whooping  Cough. 

A few  cases  wei  e suspected  during  the  year.  No 
deaths. 
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Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid). 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

No  case  was  met  with. 


Small  Pox. 

Again  we  were  quite  free  from  this  terrible  disease. 
Out  of  213  children  born  in  Cudworth  in  1919,  only  94 
were  vaccinated — i.e.,  44.13  per  100. 

There  are  far  too  many  of  the  so-called  “ con- 
scientious objectors,”  but  sliould  Small  Pox  occur  in 
the  District,  1 am  of  opinion  these  very  people  would 
be  the  first  in  the  field  to  offer  their  children  for 
vaccination. 

In  previous  reports  1 have  asked  this  question — if 
vaccination  is  no  good,  why  do  the  Government  allow 
it  to  be  done  ? 

How  many  millions  of  soldiers  and  sailors  submitted 
to  vaccination  during  the  war  ? and  with  what  result — 
this  we  know  quite  well. 

1 have  vaccinated  children  of  soldiers,  who,  before 
the  war,  objected  to  vaccination. 

Small  Pox  in  Germany  is  said  to  be  almost  extinct, 
why  ? because  it  is  compulsory  during  childhood,  re 
vaccination  after  10  years  old.  and  1 think  1 am  correct 
in  saying,  again  in  later  life. 

Measles. 

70  Houses  were  notified.  Cases  were  met  with 
every  month  in  the  year,  except  August  and  September. 
3 deaths  occurred. 
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The  general  public,  with  a few  exceptions,  regard 
the  disease  as  of  little  moment. 

I am  of  opinion  that  notification  of  Measles  has 
done  good  and  been  of  benefit,  although  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  entirely  prevent  epidemics,  it  certainly  has 
been  the  means  of  limiting  them,  and  parents  are 
becoming  much  more  alive  to  the  importance  of  careful 
nursing  and  to  the  seriousness  of  the  disease  on  its 
effect  upon  the  health  of  the  children. 

When  cases  are  seen,  the  parents  are  advised  to 
isolate  in  warm  well  ventilated  rooms  for  a fortnight 
at  least  (this  unfortunately  is  not  carried  out  in  some 
cases),  by  doing  so  the  serious  complications — Acute 
Bronchitis,  Broncho-pneumonia,  or  even  Meninigitis — 
would  be  reduced  in  number,  and  more  dear  little 
lives  saved. 

Tuberculosis. 

Ten  cases  were  notified — 4 being  of  the  lungs,  the 
other  6 being  of  other  parts  of  the  body. 

The  patients,  if  able  to  go,  continue  to  attend  at 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Queen’s  Road,  Barnsley. 
Dr.  Rivers  is  in  charge  of  this  work. 

Two  of  the  lung  cases  were  patients  between  15  and 
25  years  of  age,  the  other  two  between  25  and  45. 

Of  the  other  forms,  two  were  between  1 and  5,  two 
between  5 and  15,  one  between  15  and  25,  and  the  other 
between  25  and  45. 

Tiiere  is  no  doubt  that  Phthisis  is  one  of  the  greatest 
causes  of  disablement  and  mortality  in  adult  life,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  nearly  a preventable  disease,  and  as 
soon  as  further  Sanatorium  accommodation  and 
improved  housing  conditions  are  effected,  and  patients 
seek  advice  earliei’,  when  more  can  be  done  for  them, 
then,  1 am  sure,  we  shall  meet  with  less  cases  year 
by  year. 
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TABLE  11. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1919. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 


Small  Pox  .. 
Cholera  (c) 

Plague  (R) 
Diphthei  ia  (includ 
mg  Membrai^ous 
Croup) 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing 

Fever  ( r) 
Continued 

Fever  (c) 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro-spinal 
Meninigitis 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia 

Noenatorum 
Eucepuhalitis 
Lethargica 
Chicken  Pox 
Malaria 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery... 
Trench  Fever 
Acute  Polio- 
eucephalitis 
Measles 
Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

Totals 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 
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CD 

tuc 

< 


ci 
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1 

17 

10 


At  Ages  'I’ears 
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23 


25 
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56 
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CU 

X 

3 

X 
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X 
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1 
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C/J 
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1 
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26 


33  32 


15 

3 

2 


16 


33  18 


I 

10 


11 


'I'otal  Cases 
remoxed  to 
i Kendray  Hospital 
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Deaths. 

: The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District 
was  96  (48  Males  and  48  Females).  Ten  deaths  of 
residents  occurred  in  Hospitals,  Infirmaries  and 
Collieries  outside  the  District.  No  non-residents  died, 
therefore  106  actual  deaths  of  Cudworth  residents 
during  the  year. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  : — 74* 

TABLE  III. 


Year. 

Death  Rate. 

1910 

14-64 

1911 

14-53 

1912 

11-81 

1913 

14-68 

1914 

15-46 

1915 

16-75 

1916 

12-46 

1917 

11-37 

1918 

20-12 

1919 

14-74 

As  you  will  notice,  the  death  rate  is  still  just  a little 
bit  too  high,  and  this  is  brought  about  by  the  third 
wave  of  Influenza  and  the  epidemic  of  Measles,  for  8 
persons  died  from  the  former  and  3 from  the  latter. 
Then  again  25  babies  died  before  they  reached  a 
year  old. 

1 hope  now  the  Baby  Clinic  has  begun  that  there 
will  be  a more  satisfactory  report  on  infant  life  next  year. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in 
February  and  March  (17  each),  and  the  least  in 
August  and  October  (2  each). 
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TABLE  IV. 

As  to  Mortality  at  Groups  of  Ages  : — 
25  Died  under  1 year  of  age. 


9 

between  1 

and 

2 

years 

9 

>> 

2 

55 

5 

55 

7 

5 

55 

15 

55 

4 

„ 15 

5 • 

25 

55 

12 

51 

„ 25 

15 

45 

55 

14 

55 

„ 45 

55 

65 

5 5 

16 

55 

over  65  years 

of 

age. 

96  (48  Males  and  48  Females). 


To  these  add  8 who  died  in  Hospital,  1 killed  in 
the  Colliery,  and  another  was  accidentally  drowned. 
This  gives  a total  of  106  (54  Males  and  52 

Females). 

6 Inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  during  the 

year. 


The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1919 
is  13-8. 
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Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  but  not  for  other  areas. 
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TABLE  VI. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  CUDVVORTH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

48 

48 

Measles 

1 

2 

Influenza 

6 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

... 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

1 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

. . . 

Meningitis 

... 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

6 

5 

Pnemonia  (all  forms) 

11 

8 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

2 

6 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal 

1 

... 

Fever 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ... 

1 

3 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

4 

. . . 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

8 

7 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 years 

' 

... 

1 

of  age 

10 

15 

Total  Illegitimate 

2 

Total  Births 

106 

107 

Legitimate 

101 

103 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

. ) For  Birth  Rate 

7492 

Population  1 ... 

7192 

1 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

During  the  year  25  Deaths  (exactly  the  same  number 
as  in  1918)  in  children  under  one  year  old  occurred. 
This  yields  a death  rate  of  117  per  1,000  births,  and  is 
equivalent  to  one  death  in  8’52  births  for  the  year. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  in  1915  was  149 

„ „ 1916  „ 111 

„ „ 1917  „ 89 

„ 1918  „ 129 

1919  „ 117 

Chief  Causes  of  Death  under  1 Year  Old. 


Premature  Birth  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  3 

Broncho- Pneumonia  ...  8 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  5 

Malformation  ...  ...  1 

Ppislaxis  ...  ...  1 

Parasitic  Stomatitis  ...  1 

Basal  Meningitis  ...  ...  1 

Convulsions  ...  ...  2 


25 

Age  Distribution  of  Deaths. 


Under  4 weeks  ...  ...  6 

1 to  3 months  ...  ...  2 

3 to  6 ,,  ...  ...  5 

6 to  9 ,,  ...  ...  6 

9 to  12  „ ...  ...  6 
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Big^ths. 

213  Births  (106  Males  and  107  Females)  were 
registered  in  your  District  during  the  year,  giving  a 
Birth  Rate  of  28'43  per  1,000  population  per  annum 
(at  the  middle  of  the  year’s  estimation,  viz.,  7,492,  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  return). 

Biith  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  18-5.  20 

more  babies  were  born  in  1919  as  compared  with  the 
number  born  in  1918. 
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Illegitimate  Children. 

There  were  9 (5  Males  and  4 Females),  this  is 
equivalent  to  one  in  every  23  66  children  born  during 
the  year.  Two  of  these  died. 

As  to  IVionths. 

Most  were  born  in  October,  31  ; December,  26; 
November,  25;  January,  20;  May,  20;  and  July  18; 
and  least  in  March,  4 ; and  February,  9.  No  correct 
list  of  still-births  that  were  buried  was  kept. 

In  conclusion,  I think  the  report  for  1919,  may,  in 
many  respects  be  considered  very  satisfactory,  for  it 
must  be  remembered  the  country  has  been  at  war,  and 
for  obvious  reasons  it  has  been  impossible  to  carry  out 
work  which  ought  to  have  been  done. 

There  is  one  other  matter  I wish  to  draw  to  your 
attention,  and  that  is  the  want  of  a Public  Mortuary. 
It  need  only  be  on  a very  small  scale,  and  should  not  be 
a great  expense.  I trust  this  will  have  your  con- 
sideration. 

One  of  the  chief  reasons  being  the  terrible  incon- 
venience and  distressing  circumstances  that  accompany 
post  mortems  taking  place  in  private  houses,  apart  from 
sanitary  consideration. 

Finally,  I desire  to  acknowledge  may  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  always 
shown  me  by  the  members  of  the  Council. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ELLIOTT. 


